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On November 30, 2013 I was sent an email from Cook County Sheriff’s Department dispatch advising me that 
 had caught a Canada Lynx in one of his traps on Greenwood Lake Road north of Grand Marais.  

The county advised that they had been unable to reach a CO and the U.S. Forest Service law enforcement 
officer had tried, but been unable to make contact with  that morning. As I was off duty, I did not 
receive the email until the following evening, December 1st.  
 
Also on December 1st, I received a voicemail message from  advising me that he had caught a lynx 
and had tried to obtain help releasing it, but that when he returned after making the calls, the lynx in question 
had already pulled free and left the area. He stated the tracks indicated the animal was moving fine, but he 
wanted to let me know it was free. 
 
I tried contacting  by phone several times for more information.  I also verified that  is a 
Native American trapping under the 1854 Treaty Authority.   
 

 did call me and repeated the information I already had.  The trap was set on the Greenwood Lake 
Road approximately 2 miles east of the Gunflint Trail, near the Lake 12 Road.   He also told me the trap was a 
110 conibear (bodygrip) trap that was in a wooden box and placed about 4 feet off the ground on a leaning 
cedar tree.  He said that the lynx appeared to have reached in with its front right paw and got its 2 outside toes 
caught.   said he immediately left to call a Conservation Officer and the County Sheriff’s Department 
before releasing the animal.  He told me when he returned to the area to release the cat it had already pulled free 
and was gone.  He said he saw tracks leading away from the trap that indicated the animal was moving normally 
and without injury and there was nothing left behind in the trap. 
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